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Commands 
 

“Commands” are directions given for a specific set of actions to follow.  Listed below are the common commands that 
are given and how those commands will be called. 
 
Band   When the command of “Band” is given, students are to immediately go to the position of  
   parade rest and respond with “Sir” or “Ma’am”.  When at parade rest, there is to be no  
   movement and no talking. 
 
Ten-Hut  This command moves the student from the position of parade rest to the position of  
   attention.  As with parade rest, there is to be no movement and no talking.  The placement of 
   the hands will depend on whether the student is holding their instrument. 
 
Horns Up  This command is given in order for the ensemble to bring their instruments up together.  The 
   command is given in the following manner: 
   1     –     2     –     3     –     4     –     1     –     2     –     3     –     4     -     1 
   Clap                                Band     Horns     Up         (Rest)    Hit 
 
Horns Down  This command is given in order for the ensemble to bring their instruments down together.  
   The command is given in the following manner: 
   1     –     2     –     3     –     4     –     1     –     2     –     3     –     4     -     1 
   Clap                                Band     Horns     Down     (Rest)    Hit 
 
Mark Time Mark This command is given to begin the motion of mark time.  The command is given in the  
   following manner: 
   1     –     2     –     3     –     4 
   Mark      Time     Mark 
 
Forward March  This command is given to begin the motion of forward or backward march.  This command is 
Backward March usually  preceded by mark time or a clapping count off.  The command is given in the following 
   manner: 
   1       –       2       –       3       –       4 
   Forward           March 
   Backward 
 
Halt   This command is given when the band is already in motion (mark time, forward motion,  
   backwards motion, etc.) 
   1       –       2       –       3       –       4     –      1 
   Band                        Halt       Feet Close 
 
Dress Center  This command is given to the band as direction to dress the ranks (lines) they are in.  The 
Dress Right  head snaps to the direction called and the lines should shift into a properly dressed position. 
Dress Left  This command is only given in a stationary position. 
   1       –       2       –       3       –       4     –      1 
   Dress        Center        Dress   (Rest)      Hit 
         Right 
         Left 
 
Ready Front  This command is given to the band as direction to move the head back to the front of the  

formation. 
   1       –       2       –       3       –       4     –      1 
   Ready            Front          (Rest)      Hit 
 
 
 
 
 
 




